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thought to be the sole cause of the infection. Necrotic enteritis belongs to the group commonly referred to as soil-born or filth diseases. The germ causing it is a constant inhabitant of dirty and long-used hog lots. This disease is becoming prevalent in the corn-belt and causes tremendous losses each year. Relatively simple methods of prevention have been outlined, but these do not take hold rapidly, because they entail a revolution in the usual farm practices at farrowing and weaning time. This disease and the three following comprise the group popularly called necro. The reader should consult the other forms, because two or three of these infections are frequently seen in the same herd at the same time.
Cause of infectious enteritis
The common name of necro usually applied to this disease has led to some confusion as to the cause. Until recently it was believed that a very ordinary germ called Bacillus necrophorus was the cause of infectious enteritis. This assumption was based on the fact that this germ was found in practically all outbreaks of this disease. Murray and others, of Iowa, have since shown the real cause to be an organism or germ which goes by the name of Salmonella suipestifer. They have also demonstrated that Bacillus necrophorus is merely a secondary invader and not the primary cause of the disease. The Salmonella suipestifer germ first injures the lining membrane of the intestines and Bacillus necrophorus, which is almost always found in the intestines of healthy hogs, enters the injured portion of the intestines and multiplies there.
Symptoms
As stated before, this is a disease of young pigs, a number of which may be affected at the same time. As the name indicates, the disease is characterized by a severe inflammation of the intestines and this in turn causes a diarrhea which is usually one of the common signs of this